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Council Member Attendance and Voting Roster 
Member Name Roll Call, 

Friday 
12/12/2025 

Minutes 
Approval, Jake 

Cornett 
Motioned, Kelly 

McCauley 
Seconded 

Reallocate Funds 
to Technology 
Summit, Eddie 

Plourde 
Motioned, Dan 

Peccia Seconded 
Ben Hoffman Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Cainan Molzer Virtual Yes Yes 
Chris Knowles Virtual Yes Yes 

Corissa Neufeldt Virtual Not Present Not Present 
Caitlin Shockley Virtual Abstain Yes 

Dan Peccia Virtual Yes Yes 
Eddie Plourde (Vice 

Chair) Virtual Yes Yes 

Felicity Woods Virtual Yes Yes 
Heber Vasquez Virtual Yes Yes 

Jake Cornett Virtual Yes Yes 
Jennifer Luebke Virtual Abstain Yes 

Jodi Seale Not Present Not Present Not Present 
Joe Carroll Virtual Yes Yes 
John Saito Virtual Yes Yes 

Kelly McCauley (Chair) Virtual Yes  Yes 
Krista Smith Virtual Yes Yes 
Kirsten Oster Virtual Yes Yes 

Kristen Darmody Virtual Yes Yes 
Laura Petschauer Virtual Not Present Not Present 

Maria Rangel Virtual Yes Yes 
Paulina Larenas Not Present Not Present Not Present 
Pennie Hartley Virtual Abstain Yes 

Randall Wagenmann Virtual Yes Yes 
Rhonda Eppelsheimer Virtual Yes Yes 

Rosa Belem Ochoa Virtual Not Present Not Present 
Present/Yes 19 16 19 
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Thursday, December 12, 2025 

Meeting via Zoom 

Council members Present (see attendance roster on page 2) 

Others Present on Thursday 12/11/2025 

Brent Watkins (Interim-Executive Director)  
Johanne Regunathan (Communications and Community Engagement Specialist) 
Kate Thompson (Operations Administrator) 
Matt Serres (Public Policy Director) 
Hannah Baker (Advocacy and Leadership Development Coordinator) 
Cainan Molzer (Pending Council Member) 
Heber Vasquez Contreras (Pending Council Member) 
Paula (Spanish Interpreter) 
Victor (Spanish Interpreter) 

 

Budget Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Kirsten Oster 
Joe Carroll 
Heber Vasquez Contreras 

 

OCDD Staff in attendance were Brent Watkins, Interim Executive Director, Kate 
Thompson, Operations Administrator. 

Brent reviewed the agenda for the Budget Committee Meeting. 

Brent discussed the status of the 2026 federal award. Congress approved a continuous 
resolution that extended level funding through January 31, 2026. This extends our ability 
to fund Council activities likely into June based on projections of current expenses. It was 
shared that we have not received our full award for 2026 at this point. 

In previous meetings, there has been a request to provide a simplified version of the 
budget to share in full council meeting that roles. Kate reviewed the FFY 2025 budget and 
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also shared a proposal of more generalized budget categories and charts for 
consideration. Those proposed categories were:  

• Personnel (State Plan Only) 

• State Plan Projects (i.e., ILS, Arc Convention, etc.) 

• Interpretation/Translation (State Plan Only) 

• State Plan Contracts (i.e., AT Trainings, OSAC Videos, etc) 

• Travel (State Plan Only) 

• All Admin Spending 

The committee liked the proposal and this will be provided for future meetings. The full 
budget spreadsheet will, however, continue to be reviewed in the budget committee 
meetings. 

Brent then discussed a proposed Technology Summit that was being proposed by the 
Tech First committee that was formed out of the 2022 Vision Summit that was hosted by 
OCDD. This Tech Summit is intended to bring ODDS decision makers to the table to work 
collaboratively on action steps that will allow for more innovative technology solutions to 
be used in support of greater independence for people with IDD. Brent requested a 
reallocation of $7,000 from the Community Support Request budget to partially fund the 
Technology Summit. Brent added more context about the importance of the event, how 
it contributes to our 5-Year Plan, and the work the DD Community is doing. Committee 
members agreed to push forward this proposal to the full Council for a vote. 

Kirstin Oster has agreed to serve as the committee chair and will present an update to 
the full council tomorrow.  

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

Matt Serres reviewed the agenda for the Committee Meeting.  

Policy Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Caitlin Shockley 
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Dan Peccia 
Felicity Woods 
John Saito 
Kelly McCauley 
Krista Smith 
Randall Wagenmann 
Rosa Ochoa 
Heber Vasquez Contreras  
Paulina Larenas  
Nicola Spears 
Kirsten Oster 

 

Matt Serres reviewed the agenda for the Committee Meeting.  

Matt asked that if Council members are interested in being the Policy Committee Chair, 
that they email him and that he will coordinate with Kelly who selects the chair. Matt 
then reviewed the role of the Committee Chair.  

Matt led the Committee in reviewing the draft Housing Policy Statement. 

Family Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Jennifer Luebke 
Rosa Belem Ochoa 
John Saito 
Joe Carroll 
Paulina Larenas 
Randall Wagenmann 
Laura Petschauer 
Johanne Regunathan (staff support) 

 

Johanne Regunathan began the Family Committee Meeting. Johanne shared that Kelly 
invited Paulina to serve as the Family Committee Chair, and she accepted pending the full 
Council vote.  
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Topics discussed included: 

• How often they will meet 
• Committee goals 
• Priority topics for advocacy, such as addressing needs across the lifespan 
• Attending a future family network meeting to see how the Family Committee can 

support their work. 
 

Self-Advocate Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Eddie Plourde 
Kelly McCauley 
Cainan Molzer  
Kirsten Oster 
Hannah Baker 

 

Hannah Baker began the Self-Advocate Committee Meeting. The Committee discussed: 

- The agenda for the full Council meeting.  
- Recommendations for welcoming and mentoring new self-advocates on the 

Council.  
- Ways to recruit new self-advocates to the Council.  

Ad-Hoc Membership Committee Meeting 
 
The Family Committee joined the Self-Advocate committee meeting to discuss the five 
opening membership seats and the need for a membership recruitment strategy and 
standardized process. Johanne presented some ideas from the Louisiana DD Council. 
Both committees agreed to move forward with a strategic approach in 2026. 

 
5-Year Plan Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Chris Knowles 
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Felicity Woods 
Heber Vasquez Contreras  
Nicola Spears 
John Saito 
Kirsten Oster 
Laura Petschauer 
Paulina Larenas 
Kelly McCauley 
Rosa Ochoa 
Randall Wagenmann 
Eddie Plourde 
Cainan Molzer 

 

Kate Thompson led the 5-Year Plan Committee in reviewing work that the Committee has 
done so far and further discussed potential goals and objectives for the next 5-Year Plan.  

DD Awareness Workgroup Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Rosa Belem Ochoa 
Joe Carroll 
Em Braman, The Arc of Oregon 
Johanne Regunathan 
Matt Serres 
Brent Watkins  

 

Johanne Regunathan began the DD Awareness Work Group Meeting. The Committee 
discussed: 

• Where we’ve been by reviewing the past 25 years of DD Awareness themes  
• Goals and Ideas for the 2026 campaign: 

o Centering lived experience 
 Reinforce messaging of representation, inclusion and belonging 
 “Nothing About Us Without Us” 
 Goal: identify and address current barriers 
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o Other ideas discussed included:  
 Words Hurt: “What you call people is how you treat people” 
 Creating awareness that an institutional mindset still exists  
 Reinforce the 2000 messaging: “Let’s aways remember. Let’s never go 

back.” 
• Celebration event logistics and potential speakers 

 

Friday, December 12, 2025 

Virtual Meeting 

Council members Present (see attendance roster on page 2) 

Others Present on Friday 12/12/2025 

Brent Watkins (Interim-Executive Director)  
Johanne Regunathan (Communications and Community Engagement Specialist) 
Matt Serres (Policy Director) 
Hannah Baker (Advocacy and Leadership Development Coordinator) 
Kate Thompson (Operations Administrator) 
Rosie (Spanish Interpreter) 
Paula (Spanish Interpreter) 

 

Welcome & Roll Call 

Brent Watkins welcomed the Council Members and reviewed best practices for meeting 
on Zoom. Brent welcomed the newly confirmed Council members: Heber Vasquez 
Contreras and Cainan Molzer. Chair Kelly McCauley called the meeting to order at 
9:44am. Kate Thompson and Hannah Baker called roll. We have a quorum.   

Agenda Review, Housekeeping, and Community Agreements 

Kelly McCauley reviewed the agenda and asked a Council member to read the 
Community Agreements.  
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Minutes Approval 

Jake Cornett motioned to approve the minutes; Kelly McCauley seconded. The motion 
passes.  

Chair Report 

Chair Kelly McCauley gave a report. Topics included: 

• A mentorship program for new Council members 
• Topics and bills that may come up in the next legislative session 

Executive Director Report and Staff Updates 

Interim Executive Director Brent Watkins then gave his report. Topics included: 

• The status of our FFY2026 funding and budget 
• Reflections on the Council’s biggest accomplishments of 2025 
• Federal priorities for Councils 
• A forecast of what the Council will do in 2026 
• Appreciation for the Council staff 

Brent then invited staff members to share updates on their work. 

Hannah Baker shared an update on the Supporting Advocacy Toolkit. The guide will help 
case managers and community members to support Self-Advocates in advocacy. Staff 
plans to publish this toolkit in Summer 2026.  

Matt Serres then shared updates about the current and future legislative landscape 
including: 

• Potential budget cuts to ODDS  
• Recent advocacy work 

Johanne Regunathan shared that OCDD wrapped up the contract with self-advocate 
Andee Joyce. These videos will be posted online soon.  

Brent then discussed having a OCFN representative on the Council.  

Break 
The Council took a 10-minute break.  
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Committee Updates 

Matt summarized what the Policy Committee discussed the day before. Topics include: 

• Upcoming bills and topics  
• Strategies for sharing information with the community and having conversations 

with legislators 
• Immediate opportunities for budget related advocacy 

Chair of the Self-Advocacy Committee, Eddie Plourde, shared what the Committee 
discussed. Topics include: 

• Reviewing the agenda for the full Council meeting 
• The mentorship program for new Council members 
• Meeting with the Family Committee about a Recruitment Ad-hoc Committee  

Johanne summarized the Family Member Committee meeting. Topics include: 

• Reviewing notes from previous meetings 
• Discussing engagement with the Family Networks 
• Reviewing the current recruitment and application process 
• Discussing recruitment strategy 

Chair of the Executive Director Evaluation and Recruitment Committee, Kristen Darmody, 
shared an update on the Committee’s work. The Committee has set a schedule and will 
be setting up the recruitment for the permanent Executive Director position. The 
Committee is refining the draft process of the Executive Director annual review.  

The Committee has been in touch with the state agencies supporting this recruitment 
and has met with Brent Watkins to review the Executive Director job description.  

Kate Thompson and Committee members then shared an update on the 5-Year Plan 
Committee. Topics included: 

• Welcoming the nominated Chair, Dan Peccia 
• Federal priorities, including those discussed in the Executive Director Report 
• Topics that pose a unique challenge to address in the next 5-Year Plan 
• Topics on which staff will conduct more research before our next meeting  

Lastly, Chair of the Budget Committee, Kirsten Oster, reviewed yesterday’s meeting. 
Topics include: 
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• Creating a new template to present budget information 
• The status of the FFY2025 budget 
• The proposal to reallocate $7,000 to fund a Technology Summit 

Kirsten provided more information about the purpose and expected outcomes of the 
Technology Summit. The Budget Committee recommends to the full Council, a 
reallocation of $7,000 from the Community Support Request budget to partially fund the 
Technology Summit. Brent added more context about the importance of the event, how 
it contributes to our 5-Year Plan, and the work the DD Community is doing.  

Council members shared their perspective on the Summit, including the need to drive 
forwards action and how this aligns with federal priorities.  

Eddie Plourde motioned to approve the reallocation; Dan Peccia seconded the motion. 
The motion passes.  

Brent then shared that the Kathryn Weit Foundation would like to donate $8,000 to the 
Council. Brent worked with ODDS to ensure we can properly accept the funds. In future 
meetings, we will discuss how we want to use these funds to honor Kathryn Weit.  

Vice Chair and Committee Chair Presentations and Vote 

Brent thanked Eddie Plourde for his leadership as the Vice Chair. Council members and 
staff thanked Eddie for his dedication and leadership. Brent then introduced the 
candidates for Vice Chair and Committee Chairs. Brent asked if any other Council 
members would like to be considered for Vice Chair. 

Brent and Johanne reviewed the process for the vote before lunch.  

Lunch Break 
The took a lunch break until 12:30pm. 

Vice Chair and Committee Chair Presentations and Vote 

The Council watched a video from Dr. Jennifer Luebke about why she wants to be the 
Vice Chair, and what she wants to accomplish as the Vice Chair. The Council voted on 
approving the Vice Chair and Committee Chairs.  

Council members also discussed the meeting dates of 2026.  

All the nominations passed. Vice Chair and Committee Chairs are as follows: 
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Vice Chair Dr. Jennifer Luebke 

Chair of the Policy Committee Krista Smith 

Chair of the Budget Committee Kirsten Oster 

Chair of the Self-Advocate Committee Eddie Plourde 

Chair of the Family Member Committee Paulina Larenas 

Chair of the 5-Year Plan Committee Dan Peccia 

Chair of the Executive Director Review and Recruitment Committee Kristen 
Darmody 

Council Member Sharing 

Brent invited Council members to share updates related to Council work. Topics shared 
include: 

• The Human Rights Commission is looking for a family member to join the 
Commission  

• The OHSU UCEDD has an internship opportunity for students with or without a 
disability to explore healthcare careers  

• The OHSU UCEDD has continuing education opportunities about mental health and 
disability 

• A descriptive data set that will be used by the 5-Year Plan Committee and for other 
Council work  

• FACT Oregon’s virtual Transition to Adulthood Conference on January 24, 2026 
• Projects underway at the U of O UCEDD and DRO 

DD Awareness Work Group Report 
Johanne then reviewed the work that the 2026 DD Awareness Work Group did. Council 
members shared policy and legislative topics that directly relate to the DD Awareness 
campaign.  

Public Comment 

There is no public comment.  
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Closing Remarks and Adjourn 

Brent shared thanks for the Council’s work and wished everyone a happy holiday season. 
Chair Kelly McCauley adjourned the meeting at 1:59pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


