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Council Member Attendance and Voting Roster 
Member Name Roll Call, Friday 

10/17/25 
Minutes Approval, 

Eddie Plourde 
Motioned, Rosa Ochoa 

Seconded 

2026 Council Meeting 
Schedule, Eddie 

Plourde Motioned, 
Jake Cornett Seconded 

Ben Hoffman Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Chris Knowles Virtual Abstain Yes 

Corissa Neufeldt Virtual Yes Not Present 

Caitlin Shockley Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Dan Peccia In-person Yes Yes 
Eddie Plourde (Vice 

Chair) In-person Yes Yes 

Felicity Woods Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Jake Cornett Virtual Yes Yes 

Jennifer Luebke In-Person Yes Yes 

Jodi Seale Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Joe Carroll In-person Yes Yes 

John Saito Virtual Yes Yes 

Kelly McCauley (Chair) In-person Yes Yes 

Krista Smith Virtual Yes Yes 

Kirsten Oster In-person Yes Yes 

Kristen Darmody In-person Not Present Yes 

Laura Petschauer Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Maria Rangel In-person Yes Yes 

Nicola Spears In-person Yes No 

Paulina Larenas In-person Yes Yes 

Pennie Hartley Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Randall Wagenmann In-person Yes Yes 

Rhonda Eppelsheimer In-person Yes Yes 

Rosa Belem Ochoa In-Person Yes Yes 

Present/Yes 18 16 16 
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Thursday, October 16, 2025 

Meeting via Zoom 

Council members Present (see attendance roster on page 2) 

Others Present on Thursday10/16/2025 

Brent Watkins (Interim-Executive Director)  
Johanne Regunathan (Communications and Community Engagement Specialist) 
Kate Thompson (Operations Administrator) 
Matt Serres (Public Policy Director) 
Hannah Baker (Advocacy and Leadership Development Coordinator) 
Cainan Molzer (Pending Council Member) 
Heber Vasquez Contreras (Pending Council Member) 
Paula (Spanish Interpreter) 
Victor (Spanish Interpreter) 

 

Policy Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Caitlin Shockley 
Dan Peccia 
Felicity Woods 
John Saito 
Kelly McCauley 
Krista Smith 
Randall Wagenmann 
Rosa Ochoa 
Heber Vasquez Contreras  
Paulina Larenas  
Nicola Spears 
Kirsten Oster 

 

Matt Serres reviewed the agenda for the Committee Meeting.  
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Matt asked that if Council members are interested in being the Policy Committee Chair, 
that they email him and that he will coordinate with Kelly who selects the chair. Matt 
then reviewed the role of the Committee Chair.  

Matt led the Committee in reviewing the draft Housing Policy Statement. Topics 
discussed include:  

• In-Home supports 
• Kinds of housing covered in the housing statement  
• Including choice as a value 
• Affordability 
• Safety, stability, and accessibility 
• Being inclusive of children and families  
• Representing both renters and home buyers  
• Understanding public benefits rules 
• Broadening accessibility beyond just “physical” accessibility 
• Connections to the community and other resources 
• References to “licensed residential settings” 

Matt then concluded the meeting by sharing some opportunities to provide public 
comment on relevant policy discussions.  

5-Year Plan Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Chris Knowles 
Felicity Woods 
Heber Vasquez Contreras  
Nicola Spears 
John Saito 
Kirsten Oster 
Laura Petschauer 
Paulina Larenas 
Kelly McCauley 
Rosa Ochoa 
Randall Wagenmann 
Eddie Plourde 
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Cainan Molzer 
 

Kate Thompson led the 5-Year Plan Committee in reviewing the timeline of our next 5-
Year Plan creation, what goes into a 5-Year Plan, and our next steps. She asked that if 
anyone is interested in being the Chair for this Committee, that they email her or Kelly.  

Kate then reviewed what a 5-Year Plan is and responses to the public input survey. 
Discussion topics included: 

• Representing priorities of family members with children of all stages of life 
• What kind of, and format of data would be helpful 

Family Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Jennifer Luebke 
Nicola Spears 
Rosa Belem Ochoa 
John Saito 
Joe Carroll 
Paulina Larenas 
Randall Wagenmann 
Laura Petschauer 
Heber Vasquez Contreras 

 

Johanne Regunathan began the Family Committee Meeting. The Committee discussed: 

• How often they will meet 
• Agenda items to discuss at today’s meeting and future meetings 
• The process for selecting a Committee Chair 
• Priority topics for advocacy  
• Addressing needs across the lifespan 

Friday, October 17, 2025 

Hybrid Meeting on Zoom and at Relay Resources 

Council members Present (see attendance roster on page 2) 
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Others Present on Friday 10/17/2025 

Brent Watkins (Interim-Executive Director)  
Johanne Regunathan (Communications and Community Engagement Specialist) 
Matt Serres (Policy Director) 
Hannah Baker (Advocacy and Leadership Development Coordinator) 
Kate Thompson (Operations Administrator) 
Victor Shepard (Spanish Interpreter) 
Luz Hernandez (Spanish Interpreter) 
Leisl Wendt (ODHS Director) 
Jackie Fletch 
Nikki Fletch 
Cainan Molzer 

 

Self-Advocate Committee Meeting 

Committee Members Present 

Kelly McCauley 
Eddie Plourde 
Cainan Molzer 

 

Hannah Baker led the Self-Advocate Committee in a meeting. Topics discussed included: 

• Reviewing the bylaws 
• What this Committee will do and focus on 

o Ideas include: 
 Legislative and policy discussions 
 Discussing barriers 
 Preparing for Council Meetings 
 Recruiting new self-advocates from diverse backgrounds 
 The impact of harmful language 
 Developing a peer mentorship program for self-advocates 

• Preparation for Council Meetings 
• Schedule and frequency of meetings 

Thompson Kate
@Kate: Confirm names

Thompson Kate
@Hannah
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Welcome & Roll Call 

Brent Watkins welcomed the Council Members. Hannah Baker and Kate Thompson called 
roll.  

Agenda Review, Housekeeping, and Community Agreements 

Brent Watkins led the Council Members in an ice breaker exercise. Chair Kelly McCauley 
reviewed the agenda and asked Kirsten Oster to read out the Community Agreements.   

Minutes Approval 

Vice Chair Eddie Plourde motioned to approve the August minutes. Rosa Ochoa seconded 
the motion. The motion passes.  

Chair Report 

Chair Kelly McCauley gave a report. Topics included: 

• A PATH process for the Council 
• Creating a peer mentorship program at the Council 

Executive Director Report 

Interim Executive Director Brent Watkins then gave his report. Topics included: 

• Thanking Committee Members for this month’s Committee Meetings 
• Previously discussed Council priorities such as outreach and impact 
• Highlighting work that staff has done since the last meeting  
• Updates to Interagency Agreements and contracts regarding Family Network 

contracts 
• Federal updates  
• Budget updates 

Brent then gave each staff member a few moments to share updates about their work. 
Matt Serres highlighted opportunities for Council Members to provide public comment 
on I/DD related matters.  

Hannah Baker discussed the transition from OCDD being the contract administrator and 
technical assistance provider for the Family Networks to only providing technical 
assistance. Hannah also discussed opportunities related to the Family Networks, OCDD 
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staff’s involvement in the Inclusive Leadership Summit, and presentations that will be 
updated with new information. 

Johanne Regunathan provided more information about OCDD’s support of the Inclusive 
Leadership Summit and how the event sought to be specifically inclusive of the Spanish 
Speaking Community.   

Kate Thompson informed the Council that the FFY 25 budget report will be ready in a few 
weeks.  

Then three Council Members told the Council about a Facebook Live event they led in 
collaboration with ODDS via the ODHS Spanish Facebook Channel to promote the Spanish 
Resource Guide. 

Break 
The Council took a 10-minute break.  

Committee Reports 

After the break, Brent Watkins invited Committees to report on the work they have done 

so far. Members of each Committee shared the work they have done. Brent Watkins then 

asked Committee members for feedback on how the Committee meetings have been 

going so far. Council members shared their thoughts on: 

• Meeting schedule and other logistical topics 

• The role of the staff as Committees find their rhythm  

Lunch Conversation with ODHS Director Liesl Wendt 

The Council then had lunch while hearing from Acting ODHS Director Liesl Wendt.  
Director Wendt shared her background and experience, and asked Council Members 
what they want her to keep in mind during her first 100 days. Topics included: 

• How to enact the value statement: “nothing about us without us” 
• The administrative complexity of Oregon’s system 
• The importance of permanent and sustainable funding for self-advocacy 

organizations and family networks 
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• The experiences of migrant and historically underserved communities  
• The importance of the Career and Community Studies Program and impact of 

funding loss to students with I/DD 

Council Meeting Structure 
Brent Watkins introduced the conversation about the Council’s FFY2026 meeting 
schedule. Staff presented examples of how other Council’s structure their meetings. 
Council Members shared their thoughts and opinions on different schedule options and 
how Committees might meet in between full Council meetings.  

Eddie Plourde motioned to approve a quarterly meeting schedule for calendar year 2026 
with a robust Committee Meeting schedule between meetings. Jake Cornett seconded 
the motion. The motion passes.   

Vice Chair Elections Process Discussion 

Brent Watkins shared that Eddie Plourde’s term as Vice Chair has come to an end and in 
December, we will hold an election for Vice Chair. Johanne Regunathan reviewed the 
previous process that the Council has used for elections. The Council Members agreed to 
follow the same process. Johanne then asked Council Members who are interested in 
serving as Vice Chair to email Johanne no later than November 14th.  

Johanne also shared that the December Council meeting may be moved to December 11th 
and/or 12th to better fit in a busy season.  

DD Awareness 2026 

Brent Watkins then introduced the conversation about DD Awareness. Brent reviewed 
what the Council did in 2025. Johanne then invited Council Members to join a DD 
Awareness workgroup to plan the 2026 event. Johanne also invited Council Members to 
informally share ideas with her via text, call, or email. One Council Member shared some 
initial ideas for the DD Awareness month theme.  

Johanne then shared feedback that staff received about the 2025 DD Awareness event, 
and ideas for the next campaign. Discussion topics included: 

• Making the time and location more accessible 
• Having more self-advocate engagement in the planning process 
• Coordinating with partners, communities, and the media 
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• Involving community recognition and/or awards 

Break 

The Council took a break to celebrate Council Members’ birthdays in September and 
October.  

Community Updates 

Brent then invited Council Members to share updates related to Council business. Some 
Council Members shared the work they did to engage more communities, specifically 
Spanish speakers, in OCDD’s Public Input Survey. One Council Member shared that they 
wish they could do more like this, and Brent shared that he thinks we can and will do 
more.  

Two members shared that they would love to work on engaging advocates with, and 
family members of, people with high and complex support needs.  

Staff and Council Members then discussed some of the logistical barriers to engagement 
across languages. Topics included: 

• Etiquette and best practices in meetings using interpretation 
• Common experiences of those using interpretation or other language accessibility 

tools 

One Council Member then shared that their term is ending but will stay on until his spot 
is filled.  

Outreach Strategy Discussion  

Staff then led the Council in a discussion and activity about recruitment and outreach to 
diverse communities. Brent shared that DD Council membership must represent the 
diversity of the state, including urban/rural diversity, racial/ethnic diversity, diversity of 
support needs, and more.  

Council staff shared a video which explained some evidence-based practices regarding 
diversity, representation, and membership. Staff then shared that some of the standing 
Committees may discuss how to incorporate these practices into a standardized 
recruitment process. Council Members discussed a mentorship program for new 
members. 
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Public Comment  

Brent introduced two guests present at the Council Meeting and invited them to make a 
comment. The guests thanked the Council and shared that they enjoyed watching the 
Council meeting. 

Closing Remarks and Adjourn 

Chair Kelly McCauley adjourned the meeting at 2:48pm.  
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