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Council Member Attendance and Voting Roster 
Member 
Name 

Attendance 
Friday, June 
20, 2025 

Minutes 
Approval 
with adding 
Rhonda 
Eppelsheimer 
as present. 
Jake Cornett 
Motioned, 
Jennifer 
Luebke 
Seconded. 

Adopting 
Bylaws 
Amendments 
to Articles 3, 4, 
& 5. Eddie 
Plourde 
Motioned, 
Nicola Spears 
Seconded.  

Adopting Bylaws 
Amendments to 
Article 6. Eddie 
Plourde 
Motioned, 
Nicola Spears 
Seconded. 

Adopting Bylaws 
Amendments to 
Articles 7 and 10. 
Eddie Plourde 
Motioned, Kelly 
McCauley 
Seconded.  

Ben Hoffman Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 
Chris 
Knowles Virtual Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

Corissa 
Neufeldt Not Present Not Present Not present Not Present Not Present 

Caitlin 
Shockley Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Dan Peccia In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Eddie 
Plourde In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Felicity 
Woods Virtual Abstain Yes Not Present Not Present 

Jake Cornett In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Jennifer 
Luebke In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Jodi Seale Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Joe Carroll Virtual Yes Yes Yes Yes 

John Saito Virtual Yes Yes Not Present Yes 
Kelly 
McCauley In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Krista Smith Virtual Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Kirsten Oster In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Kristen 
Darmody In-Person Not Present Yes Yes Yes 

Laura 
Estreich Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Laura 
Petschauer Virtual Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Maria Rangel 
Romero In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Nicola Spears In-Person Not Present Yes Yes Yes 
Paulina 
Larenas Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Pennie 
Hartley Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Randall 
Wagenmann In-Person Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Rhonda 
Eppelsheimer In-Person Abstain Yes Yes Yes 

Rosa Belem 
Ochoa Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present Not Present 

Present/Yes 17 13 17 15 16 
 

Friday, June 20, 2025 

Meeting In-Person at The Rood Family Pavilion, OHSU and Hybrid via Zoom 

Council members Present (see attendance roster on page 2) 

Others Present on Friday 6/21/2025 

Brent Watkins (Interim-Executive Director)  
Johanne Regunathan (Communications and Community Engagement Specialist) 
Kate Thompson (Operations Administrator) 
Matt Serres (Public Policy Director) 
Katie Pearmine (Meeting Facilitator) 
Victor (Interpreter via Zoom) 
Paula (Interpreter via Zoom) 
Kurt Freeman (Program Director, IDD Behavioral Pediatrics Treatment Program, Child 
Development and Rehabilitation Center (CDRC), OHSU) 
Heber Vasquez Contreras (Prospective Council Member) 
Cainan Molzer (Prospective Council Member) 
Sarah Fjeldstad (OHSU UCEDD Staff)  
Reanna McMillan (OHSU UCEDD Staff) 
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Welcome, Roll Call, Ice Breaker and Agenda Review 

Chair Kelly McCauley called the meeting to order at 9:12am. Katie Pearmine led 
housekeeping and an ice breaker exercise. Then, Council Member Rhonda Eppelsheimer 
made announcements about the meeting venue. Council members then shared what 
they are excited about as an ice breaker.  

Katie Pearmine then led the agenda review.  

Minutes Approval 

Jake Cornett motioned to approve the minutes and Jennifer Luebke seconded. The 
motion passes with the edit that Rhonda Eppelsheimer was present.  

Bylaws (and committees) Review & Approval 

Brent Watkins thanked the Council members and staff led the bylaws and committee 
structure amendments.  

Brent reviewed the changes to and new parts of the amendments. Council members 
asked questions and Council staff and Bylaws Committee members answered their 
questions. One Council member shared concerns about how “family member” is defined.  

The Council took a break and revisited this topic after the break and host presentation.  

Break 

The Council took a break until 10:17am.  

Host Presentation 

Rhonda Eppelsheimer introduced Dr. Kurt Freeman, the Director of OHSU’s Institute on 
Development and Disability. Dr. Freeman gave a short presentation on the institute. 
Then, Council member and Director of the Oregon Health and Sciences University (OHSU) 
University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD), Rhonda 
Eppelsheimer, gave a short presentation about the OHSU UCEDD and thanked the Council 
for coming to OHSU. 
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Bylaws (and committees) Review & Approval Continued 

Brent Watkins then reintroduced ongoing conversations about bylaw amendments. 
Council members discussed replacing the word “citizen” with another word or phrase, 
such as “community member” or “Oregon resident.” Council members brainstormed 
options for this language.  

Council members then discussed language relating to absences and Council meeting 
attendance.  

Lastly, the Council discussed Article 5 about the duties of the chair.  

Eddie Plourde called for a vote to approve Articles 3, 4, and 5 as changed. Nicola Spears 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 

The Council then transitioned to address changes and additions to Articles 6, 7, and 10.  

First, the Council discussed Article 6 regarding Committees and Membership.  Brent 
shared context about the changes and additions to the Committee Structure.  

Policy Director Matt Serres then gave an overview on what the Policy Committee could 
address, what opportunities the Policy Committee presents, and what the time 
commitment may be.  

Brent Watkins then reviewed the final two sections of Article 6 regarding the 
appointment of chairs and the conduct of meetings.  

Eddie Plourde motioned to approve the changes to Article 6: Committees. Nicola Spears 
seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

Brent Watkins ended the conversation by thanking those that worked on the bylaws 
amendment and shared his hope and vision for the Council’s future with the new, robust, 
committee structure.  

Lunch 
The Council broke for lunch at 12:09pm to reconvene at 1:03pm.  
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Chair Report 
Chair Kelly McCauley gave their Chair Report. They provided an update on potential new 
Council members. They also reported that the Executive Committee agreed to provide up 
to $10,000 to the Arc Convention.  

Kelly also shared that alongside Council staff, Kelly met with Rep. Jason Kropf about self-
advocacy.  Kelly then summarized the presentation that they and Council staff gave at the 
Arc Convention.  

Executive Director Report 
Budget Review 

Brent Watkins reviewed where we are in the budget cycle, and what we can expect 
moving forwards.  

Vote on Reallocating Budget Funds 

Kate Thompson reviewed the status of each grant from Federal Fiscal Years 2023, 2024, 
and 2025. Brent Watkins gave a brief overview of the funding support that the Oregon 
Self-Advocacy Coalition (OSAC) requested. This funding would support lodging, 
translation and interpretation, and technical support for the upcoming Inclusive 
Leadership Summit (ILS). Eddie Plourde motioned to approve reallocating $20,000 to the 
ILS. Kelly McCauley seconded. The motion is approved.  

Administration for Community Living (ACL) Technical Assistance Institute 

Brent Watkins then gave a summary of the main 4 themes from the recent 
Administration for Community Living Technical Assistance Institute. The 4 themes are: 

• Marketing 
• Impact 
• Scalability 
• Collaboration 

Brent then asked the Council to brainstorm and share what their thoughts are on the 
following questions: 

• What is OCDD’s primary focus? 
• How do Council members want to communicate what the Council is and does? 
• What are we? What do we want to be known for? 
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Common themes of responses are: 

• We are a diverse group 
• We are more than just words 
• We identify needs at all stages of life 
• We are a trusted resource 
• We are a force multiplier  
• We champion self-advocates and policies that matter to the DD community 
• We are collaborators, leaders, advocates, and visionaries  
• We need to work together to share and communicate consistently about our work 

Brent thanked the Council members and shared that we will return to this conversation in 
the future.  

Bylaws Amendments Continued 

The Council then returned to the remaining bylaws conversation. The Council discussed 
Articles 7 about Special Meetings and Article 10 about Meeting Rules.  

Brent Watkins reviewed changes to Article 7. One Council member asked if the Council 
can take written testimony, similar to how people can submit written testimony on a bill. 
Policy Director Matt Serres shared that we are not bound by the same rules of public 
testimony that exist in the State Legislature.  

Brent Watkins then reviewed changes to Article 10. A Council member then gave a plain 
language overview of the complicated parts of this discussion.  

Eddie Plourde motioned to approve the amendments to Articles 7 and 10; Kelly McCauley 
seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Next 5-Year Plan Updates and Next Steps 

Brent Watkins reviewed where the Council staff is in the process of creating OCDD’s next 
5-year plan. He reviewed some of the sources of data that staff have gathered. Brent 
then reviewed the survey that OCDD issued to gather public input on the next 5-year 
plan. Brent Watkins asked Council members to assist staff in distributing the survey to 
their communities. Some Council members gave some recommendations for additional 
data sources or things to look for in those data sources.  
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Break 

The Council resumed at 2:40pm. 

May 22nd GO! Day & OCFN Quarterly Meeting Recap 

Advocacy and Leadership Development Coordinator Hannah Baker then recapped the 
May 22 GO! Day and Oregon Consortium of Family Networks (OCFN) quarterly meeting. 
Hannah then invited Eddie Plourde to share some of the successes he had on the GO! 
Day. Hannah then thanked Nicola Spears for being instrumental in advocacy related to 
the GO! Day in her area of Oregon.  

The Council then watched a short video clip from the OCFN quarterly meeting.  

Policy Updates 

Policy Director Matt Serres then thanked Hannah Baker for her work this Legislative 
Session. Matt invited the Council to consider how we think of “success” during the 
Legislative Session. Matt shared that two big elements of success in a legislative session is 
that legislators are better educated on DD issues, and how many members of the DD 
community participated in the legislative support. Matt shared some examples of how we 
were successful in these ways this legislative session.  

Matt then provided some updates on what bills have passed, and what the status of 
some other bills of interest are.  

Public Comment 

Katie Pearmine then opened the meeting to public comment. There was no public 
comment.  

Closing Remarks 

Eddie Plourde asked Council members and staff to share one word of thanks for Katie 
Pearmine on her last meeting with OCDD. Brent Watkins then offered some closing 
remarks.  

Adjourn 

Kelly McCauley adjourned the meeting at 3:25pm.  
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